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The Cascade Iron Mine at Goro — which of course is
operated by a good French-sounding company 'Soeiete le
Fer' — is the most modern mining concern in the colony.
Modern wharves and loading plant can load 700 tons of ore
in 15 hours. Fast motor-driven 10,000-ton steamers maintain
,a regular service between Goro and Kobe and Yokohama.
At the mine itself there is a self-contained community includ-
ing more than 400 Javanese labourers.
In connection with these latter, it is interesting to note
that when the exploitation of the iron field started the
management asked permission to import 2,000 labourers
from Japan. The local administration refused however, and
the Japanese were told they must make do with Javanese
labourers. As only 400 of these latter were engaged, people
have wondered ever since why the Japanese wanted to bring
in 2,000 of their compatriots when 400 Javanese could do
the work.
The war has had an adverse effect on the Japanese mining
activities. From the outset, purchases of nickel matte were
restricted, and later a total ban was placed on the export of
nickel matte and chrome ore to Japan.
Some idea of the importance of New Caledonian ores for
the Japanese heavy industry can be obtained from figures
published in the Noumea paper. Bulletin de Commerce. In
1940 a Japanese-controlled export company — the Societe
Miniere de FOceanie — exported 30,000 tons of nickel from
their own concessions at Kua? as well as 16,000 tons bought
from the independent miners. In January, 1941, 3,500 tons
were sent from their own mines, and 22,660 tons bought
from the local miners. The following month export licences
for nickel were withdrawn.
As far as iron is concerned, in the first two months of 1941
iron was being sent away at the rate of 25,000 tons a month
from Goro, but it was later restricted to a quota of 24,000
tons every three months. At first Japan refused to believe
that the New Caledonian administration would be so unkind
as to forbid them from taking iron away from their own
concessions. After the restrictions had been imposed, Japanese

